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By REGIONAL ECONOMIC MEASUREMENT DIVISION

County and Metropelitan Area Personal Income

Phe ogel areo cebinaion of pereenal nedma
roleascd cack Aprli are conslalent with Hhe
Htete ciisaies thal oro roleasod of the santd
Hme Tho Sredes estimeles, whiok are alse in
ihe April fxeves of the Suevyey oF CURREAT
BUsINEss, gre prefimivary aeaval and grar-
torly cefimgdies for fho most rocont pems, re-
viaed ehnuel axd gredrigrly esfimeaies for fhe
pravicus pear, and reviecd arsnol didmdies
Jor carifer yeard. Tho rovlicd Siofe Ceijpeics
snperacdnr ke catimalee published fu e pre-
wong Argual {dtve of e SURYEY,

The lomel srvec sstimeiss are rosfinely re-
wviasd #n aech of Lhe Moo years follosing thelr
fiitinl roicase. These repisione inoorporgic
mard compleic nformaiion fer focwd aroes of
wall as rodsed Stale end salional ickals.

Comprehennivg (bexahmark) repigong are
inticted periodiooily—appromimatoly cvery

fitre poars—ui the noifonel leeol and codondod,
where cppropriote, o 14 Atgle end sl area
tevels. Flre Peschmark rowtelone at the bocol
arna iovsl tectuda digiribndtonel chaeger mede
pirgstdie by the ateifoblity of Rew0 oF More
currenid dotg o el g the denitionnl, olasl-
Aceticnal, gnd sfgéisiimel oftoapos af fhe Aa-
Honal lpvdl. The loeal drem pordtmel imcoms
asifmafer rofloel the bowchmark rovisore ap-
proeimetely 18 momiRa efier their infial dne
troduntion of ke natlonal lepel, end epproxi-
mately & moniks aficr thoir ardenddor {0 fhe
Segia caliamared.

Pho Toce! aree cstimaios for ISIT-%8 in
tables T oxnd 8 do uwol refegd {le nalfonal
bonchkmork rovisiony indrgduoed in i&e Dooom-
bair 1080 Hunvet. The bewahucri-reolsed loonl
arga personal {spome arbimaices will Bo pre-
aenied 8 the Aprif I08F fging of tho SURVET.

THIS article presents estimates of
perzonal income for 1978 ond rovised
esiimates for 1977 and 1978 for the Na-
tion’s Stendard Metropolitan Statistical
Arens (SMBSA’s), counties, and county
eqaivalents. Thogse estimates superseda
thosa pregented in the April 1980 Son-
¥EY oF CurresT Bosmvess. Estimates
Tor 1977 and 1978 reflect methodological
revisions of the estimates of eiviltan
government wage and salary disburse-
ments in addition to the routine revi-
giong. The 197779 sstimnbes of Federal
civilian, Stats, and loenl! government
woges and salaries reflaot o shift from
theuse of periodic ond indivectly relnted
spuree dats o the use of current wago
data from administrative records gen-
erated by the Federal and State unem-
ployment insursnee programs. A dis-
cussion of the 1avised procedurs is in-
cluded in the methodologicnl statement
that appears in snch volume of the nine-
volume set Local Area Personsd Incoms,
187479, scheduled for relesss by oarly
July (sea notice on paga 723,
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Total and per eapita personal income
for the 273 SMSA’s for 1977, 1978, aml
1979, are shown in Table 1. Total and
per eapite. personal inecme for the 8,140

nounties and county oquivalents are
shown for the same years in Table 2.

Definition of total and per capita per-
sonal income

Totel personal income is the corrent
ineome eceived by resideats of an avea
from a1l sources. It i3 measured bafore
deduction of income and other personal
taxes, but nfter deduction of personal
contributions for socis! secqrity, govern-
ment retirement, and other soeial insur-
ance progroms. It eonsists of wnge and
salary dishursements {covering all em-
ployea earnings, including exceutive
salories, bhonuses, commissions, pDay-
ments in kind, incentive payments, nnd
tips), various types of supplemeniary
earningz termed “other labor income,”
proprietors’ income, vental income of
persong, dividends, personal interest in-
eome, ond government and bnsiness
transfer payments.
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The definitions underlying the local
aren estimates ave, for the most part,
tho same as those nnderlying the per-
sonsl income estinates in the national
income ond product acesunts, The ma-
jority difference is in the trentiment of
U.S. citizens temporarily working on as-
signment abroad, The wnational esti-
mates include not only Fedeval person-
nal—civilinn ond military—stationed
abroad, but also—since the 1876 bench-
mark revision—11.3. residrnts employed
by private U.8. firms on temporary for-
eipn assipnment. The loenl ares esti-
mates include only persons residing in
the 50 States and the Yistrict of
Colonmbia.,

Per enpita personal income is com-
puted by dividing the total personal in-
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come hy midyenr population estimates.
Population datn for July for cech year
are provided by the Bureau of the Cen-
sus; the college student population,
however, iz measwred as of April L.
The per capita personal income esti-
mates should be used with caution for
soveral reasons. I'n many instances, an
unusually high (or Iow) per capita per-
sonal income is the temporary result of
mnuseal conditions, such as o bumper
crop, & major construction project {eg.,
a defense facility, muclenr plent, or
dam), or a catnstrophe (e.r., o tornado
or drought). In some cases, o high per
capita personal income is not represent.
ative of the standard of living in an
nrek. For exampls, a8 constrnction proj-
ect may attract a larpe number of high-

PERSONAL income by type of poy-
ment and Iabor and proprietors’ income
by major industyy proups, as shown in
Table A, nre nvailable for SMSA's and
for connties for 1055, 1362, end 106879,
This infermation can be obtained for
ane or more countics or SMBA's from
the Regional Feonmnie Information
Jystem of the Regional Feonomic
Measurement Division, Bureau of Eco-
nomir Analysis. For computer print-
onts, there is o charge of 1 for each
State, SM3 A, or county table. Towever,
charges will not exceed: $250 far
eomplete set of SMBA  tables, nnd
$1.00¢ for an entire set of State nnd
county Ealbleg for the United States, The
takles ara also availnble (nt lower cost)
in microfiche nnd magnetic tepe form.
The minimom charge for ench vegnest
is §5. Requests shonld be nddvessad to
Regional Eeonemic Information Sys-
tem, BE-55, Bureixun of Eeonomic
Analysis, U.S. Department of Com-
meree, Washingtom, D.C. 90230,

A nine-volame set, ZLoeal Area
Fersongl Frcoms, 197579, will be
available by July. A national volume
{veluma 1) will contain personal in-
come estimates for the Tlnited States
and oll the regions, States, SMSA',
and BEA ecconomic areas. It will also
include o detailed d&neripfiun of the
sources and methods nsed in estimating
locel avea personal income, ps well as
analytic tnbles, charts, and maps, Ench
of the sight vegional volumes {volumes
2-8) will eontrin detailed persenal in-
come estimates for the Sintes, SMSA %,

and cownties of o single region with

snd & summscy methodology

April 1851

pnid workers who are incduded in the
population but who send o substantisl
portion of their woges to dependents liv-
ing in other areas. Conversely, o county
with a large institutional population
{e.r., residents of a collepe, correctional
institution, or demicilinty medicel fo-
<ility} may show an unusnally low per
capita perscnnl income, which is not nee-
essarily indicative of the economic well-
heing of the noninstitutional popula-
tion. Moreover, population is measured
at midyear whereas income is measured
as o flow over the year. Therafore, a sig-
nificant ¢henge in population during
the year con cansa a distortion in the
per capita personsl incoma egtimates,
particulorly if the change ecours around
midyear.

{=eo

relatect annlytic tables, charts, maps, notice on page 72},
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